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The Diresetorate of the Confederacion de Trabejadores de Colombia (CTC) on
10 January 1950 sevt confidential requests to certain national labor cone
federations for irformation on which to base an estimate of the CIC's current
strength, accordiry to a report made by Ventura Puentes Vanepas, Comrumist
leader and Secretsyy General of the CIC, to leaders of the Partido Commista
de Colombia {FCC). Puentes Vanegas said that should the Directorate detere
nine that the CTC % strong emough to sustain a pgeneral strike, opposition
to the Union de Tr:bajedores Colombianos (UTC) and the Colombian governnont
would be organized on an aggressive basis., On the other hand, if the
Dircctorzte found that the CTC is too weak to support a general steike, it
may find it adviseble to resort to passive resistance and partial collabora-
tion with the Colesbian govermment in labor matiers.

Pupntss Vanegas szid that confidential circulars were sent to the following
national labor coriederations:

FEDEPL{ROL

FEDLIAL:

Federa:ion lacional de la Construceion

Federa:ion llacional do Toxbtiles

Fedoraion ilacional de Garreteras

Federstion lacional de Canmpesinos e Indigenas
Federacion lacional de Industria de la Madera
Federazlion lacional de la Industyia del Cemento
Pedera:ion llacional de Trabajadores del Lstado
Federazion llacional de Ferrocarrileros y Tramsportadores

The 1-bor federatisns were requested to provide the CIC Directorate with the
following informations

Qo

b.

A complete and detailed report on the morale of their nerbers with special

enmphasis on th:ir attitude toward the CIC and the UFC, In the labter ro-
gard, if a division had become apparent emong thelr members, the federa-
tons were asked to report frankly and truthfully.

A list of nerb:rs, indicating sfter each name politieal affiliation,
repularity of attendance at union meetings, payment of dues, and peneral
rerarks on personal conduct.
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o A true financlal report.

Puentes Vanegas disclosed that the CIC Directorate had also undertaken a
campaign among all of its affiliated unions, and among many non=-affiliated
unions which do not yet bslong to the UIC, to incite workers to deluge the
government with potitions for salary increases and other benefits.

Puentes Vanegas admitted that the UTC has been having an alarming success

in splitting the :milroad workers'® union and has succeeded in creating a
group which favor: the UIC,
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